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Thinking about our Environment
in the 21st Century
Tadao Ando

As one of the laureates of the prestigious Kyoto Prizes today, I am both honored
and acutely aware that [ must continue my future works in such a way as to live
up to the honor of the award.

1 was born in Osaka and have worked in Kyoto, Kobe, Osaka, and other
locations in the Kansai area. I have learned a great deal in the course of pursuing
many projects that have ranged from small private residences to large public
buildings. I have given thought to various problems in the spheres of the
environment, society, and the economy, and I believe that it is our homes that
provide each of us with support for a rich and rewarding life.

I have doubts, however, about whether or not the social life we now lead is
truly rich and rewarding. Ever since the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center
last vear, the world has been suffering terrible anguish. In times when the world
must pull together in a way that transcends ethnicity and nationality, | have a very
strong hunch that people are living without any relationship to each other.

From an Era of Spiritual Richness amid Material Poverty to an Era of
Mass Production and Mass Consumption

In the second half of the 20" century, Japan achieved the superficial appearance
of great prosperity. After the end of World War II in 1945, Japan appeared to
achieve remarkable development under what might be called American rule. On
the other hand, I think the United States shaped Japan into a country that truly
suited its own convenience. The issues involved here include economic, political,
and most importantly, educational issues.

I agree with Dr. Hood’s opinion, which he expressed earlier, that we must
raise children who think, who have doubts, and who solve problems. It seems to
me that Japanese children have been processed by a cookie-cutter educational
system that, while achieving a very high average level, has gradually led them far
away from the ability to think and raise questions. We have also witnessed the
luxuriant growth of a kind of thoughtless democracy in Japan, in which there is no
place for individuals to express their concerns to society, and indeed in which
individuals show little desire to express themselves at all. T believe that educational
and social problems are immensely responsible in this instance, too. As an architect,
I am constantly running up against these issues. But how are they manifested in
the living spaces around us?

When I established my practice more than 30 years ago, I was designing
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small buildings like the Row House, Sumiyoshi. Through these early projects, 1
became convinced that the Japanese were almost unique in the world with regard
to their approach to nature, whether they were working to harmonize with it or
locked in a harsh clash with it. Since the Tiananmen Square incident and the fall
of the Berlin Wall in 1989, American globalization has surged forward, leading to
a society that is almost exclusively concerned with economic development. Even
the Japanese, who at one time had a rich life spiritually despite material poverty,
are showing many signs that they now believe thal any problem can be solved
through money.

Our global environment is now being devastated at a terrific pace, and we
can trace this trend back to the dream we saw in the US sometime around 1950.
The Japanese at that time boasted a high average level of education and were
quiet, gentle, and industrious. In this respect they were well-suited to the demands
of mass production. We're talking about a time when families with more than one
son would take the clothes of the oldest, patch them up a bit, and hand them
down to the next son, and then to the next one after that. But this trait of taking
good care of material possessions was suddenly replaced by a different ethos, and
the Japanese became a people of mass production and consumption.

In the 1960s, with the help of cheap oil prices and policies adopted by the
Ikeda administration to encourage home ownership and double people’s income,
Japan rushed into a money-first world. The hills surrounding our cities were leveled
to make room for highly uniform modern residences. The Japanese thought about
things less and less, and money became the only thing of value. As a result,
today's Japan contains mountains of industrial waste and trash.

We cannot look to others to save this Japan; rather, it depends on the
consciousness of each and every one of us. Unless we change our consciousness,
it could well be that we humans will no longer be able to live on this small planet
of ours. The earth had a population of about one billion people at the turn of the
20" century. By 1960, that number had grown to three billion, and now it is
six billion. 1t’s estimated that it will be ten billion by 2050. At the same time,
the global environment is being destroyed at a frightening pace. In China, for
example, which is currently undergoing feverish development, an area the size of the
Tokyo metropolitan area is being turned to desert every year. It's only a matter
of a short time before this destruction has a direct impact on Japan.

In light of these circumstances, I would like to give greater thought to
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the environment in my work as an architect. With respect to the expressive
aspects of my work, I want to apply the unique sensibility that the Japanese have
developed through their tradition of living in harmony with nature, while of course
exploring new expressive means. In a sense, the construction of buildings and the
protection of the environment are contradictory, and the fact that they both exist
in a state of conflict within me makes things difficult. As we make our way
through the 21 century, however, I intend to think about how to design buildings
that maintain harmony with nature, while contemplating what it means to have an
environment in which individuals can lead rich and fulfilling lives.

| believe that, in the past, Japan was a beautiful nation with deep roots in
history, culture, and tradition. The society in which we live now, however, which
has been Americanized since around 1960, has pushed that beauty far into the
distance. In that sense, I feel that this city of Kyoto is our last stronghold, which
must be defended. This city has much to teach us Japanese that goes beyond
mere form or atmosphere. This is not just about our relationship with nature. It
also extends to the way we move, the way we behave, and the way we rear and
train our children. All of these things are born in the bosom of Japanese traditional
culture and architecture, and unless we give some serious thought to passing that
tradition on to future generations, our identity as the Japanese people will be lost.

Other Asian countries, such as Korea and Taiwan, still have a firm grasp on
their respective traditions and cultures. If the process of American-style globalization
continues to engulf us, however, the day will soon come when we'll be eating
hamburgers in every corner of the world. It's my belief that, if we protect our
unique ways of dressing, eating, and living, we can nurture a next generation of
human beings who think about things.

Today, I would like you to join me in giving serious thought to the future of
our planet, and to the living environment that immediately surrounds each of us.

My Starting Point as an Architect

My career as an architect began in the 1950s, when I met a man named Jiro Yoshihara
[Photo 1], who founded the GUTAI Art Association. “GUTAI art” was a term that
described truly free-style, non-formal art, such as the paintings made by Kazuo
Shiraga by swinging from a rope suspended from a large beam and painting with
his feet [Photo 2(a), 2(b)]. Naturally, I was quite shocked to see a painting made in
this way, and [ also remember what Yoshihara told me at that time: “Don’t imitate
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others. Think for yourself.”

In the early 20" century, the artist Marcel Duchamp took an ordinary urinal,
called it “Fountain,” and redefined it as a work of art. With that one act, art
suddenly became abstract. Up until then, artists of the Impressionist and other
schools were chiefly concerned with how to portray the beauty of nature and
human beings. After Duchamp, however, artists overseas suddenly began creating
abstract works, and we began to see the emergence of art that is intended as a
means trigger to thought. Kazuo Shiraga and other members of the GUTAI Art
Association were doing strange things that people normally didn’t do, things that
made you wonder if they were in their right minds at times. That was the kind of
people they were.

There was another artist by the name of Jackson Pollock [Photo 3]. The
method he used was to splash and pour paint onto the canvas. As I'm sure you
know, canvases used by painters are usually square or rectangular, but his work
went beyond the edges of the canvas. In the same way, I believe that we must use
our power of thought to break through the various boundaries that hem us in. By
throwing paint on canvas in the 1950s, Jackson Pollock deconstructed our traditional
concept of painting in one fell swoop and opened up an entirely new world. I
remember being surprised when I saw how he worked [Photo 4].

[ grew up in sight of the Osaka City Central Public Hall at Nakanoshima
[Photo 5]. For me, architecture is the landscape of the heart. In my case, though,
an extremely functional, mentally imagined landscape. I think there are many
instances in which a building just belongs on a particular spot and should stand
there forever. If a building suddenly disappears, it leaves a void in my heart such
as I might feel when losing a loved one. I grew up gazing at that building, which
taught me that buildings are something that live [orever in a person’s heart. And

for me, that meant giving buildings serious thought. That is my starting point.

The Warning Left Us by the Sculptor Baldaccini César

This photo [Photo 6] shows a work created by the French sculptor César in 1995.
It is in the very nature of arl to bring a new sensibility (o each new age. César
passed away about two years ago, but he often said to me, “Mr. Ando, if we don't
think more about the earth, it will become a mountain of garbage.” This sculpture
was made by compressing a car, and it embodies a critical spirit. Most of César’s

sculptures are compressed, using Coca-Cola cans, cars, and other things as materials.
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He was always saying, “The earth will become a mountain of industrial waste.
Unless we pay more attention to using our resources wisely and recycling, the
earth will become a mountain of trash, a mountain of industrial waste.” I quite
agreed with him. I couldn’t agree more.

When César came to Japan, [ showed him this photograph [Photo 7]. Thinking
it was a picture of someone's artwork, he gazed at it in deep silence. He was
shocked by how much larger it was than his own works. Actually, it was a picture
of a junkyard containing about a thousand cars, one of many waste sites that can
be found all over the island of Okinawa. When [ told him this, he sighed with
relief. “You see, it's just as I say,” he told me. “What are we going to do when our
entire world is covered with this?”

César had acute sensitivities and a highly developed critical spirit. This photo
[Photo 8] shows a work he made by assembling old materials removed from the
Eiffel Tower when it was refurbished for its 100" anniversary in 1989. After the
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake of January 17, 1995, when I asked César and
several other sculptors to provide us with works that would revitalize and reenergize
the victims of the quake, this is the piece that he sent. It's entitled “Rebirth.” As
usual, I was deeply impressed with the high quality of César's work, and with its
highly developed sensibility, and I brought it to the authorities of Hyogo Prefecture.

The first question they asked me was, “How much does it cost?” Here they
were presented with a work of art that demanded serious thought about its meaning,
and all they could think to ask was, “How much does it cost?” I thought this was a
very Japanese response, and it made me wonder if things would be all right.

The Landscape of Contemporary Japan

In the 1950s, we Japanese looked to the American dream, but when I show this
picture [Photo 9] to people abroad, they look at it a while and then ask me if it’s a
™

picture of Lego
Tokyo. Although we Japanese have a tradition of living in harmony with nature,

bricks. Actually, it’s a picture of the scenery around Shinjuku,

there are almost no trees in sight. When we consider whether or not people who
are born and raised in this landscape are likely to think seriously about humankind
in the 21% century, we can only conclude that we are in dire straits.

[ used to pity the people in Tokyo because of their living conditions, but
actually people in Osaka face the same conditions. This is a picture [Photo 10] of

downtown Osaka. Since around 1970, as Japan became known as an economic
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superpower, this is what happened (o Japanese housing.

As you can see, the area in front of this train station in Osaka is extremely
dense. There is no sense of living together here. The Japanese are often criticized
for having no individuality and no creativity, but for some reason these characteristics
come to the fore only when they build buildings. Japanese architects never pay
attention to the opinions of others, and it's a big problem. Somewhere along the
way, we Japanese have lost our public spirit.

From around the 1960s, the mountains surrounding Tokyo and Osaka were
leveled, and the land was divided into equal-sized lots according to housing
development plans that mass-produced unit houses on terraced hills. This landscape,
which can hardly be expected to nurture people with rich sensibilities, is now the
reality of Japan.

This picture [Photo 11] shows the kind of housing developments that seem
to stretch on forever on the outskirts of Japanese cities. The building-to-land ratio
never appears to be less than 60%, but for some reason they were built anyway. It
looks like a squatters’ colony or something, a very strange landscape. Under these
conditions, identical housing is lined up in long rows. For example, in France,
homes that have rooms with southern exposures also have rooms with northern
exposures, but the Japanese insist on southern exposures only. This would be all
right if all the homes had three bedrooms, a living room, and a dining-kitchen,
commonly referred to as a “3LDK,” but when some units have three bedrooms,
others one, and still others five, people no longer have a choice. Because they're
not good at thinking for themselves and making their own choices, they feel safer
if everything is the same, but the fact is that we live in an era in which things are
not the same. And most people devote almost no thought to this reality.

I encourage all of you here today, especially the students, to develop the ability
to express your own thoughts. If young people and thinking people spread their
wings out into the world, | believe our earth will become a little bit richer place.
As people who have a tradition of living in harmony with nature, 1 believe we
Japanese must think of something to say to the 21% century.

The Lessons of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

On January 17, 1995, the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake struck the overcrowded
cities of Kobe and Osaka. Cities, which are nurtured by history and culture, are
supposed to be places where people can live rich lives in security and safety. But it
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seems to me that we can no longer achieve even the goals of security and safety.
These pictures [Photo 12(a), 12(b)] show the results. If we had had a few more
people who actually thought about things, we might not have suffered such horrible
and instant devastation by fire as in the Nagata area of Kobe.

Actually there are still some dead bodies here that had not yet been
collected, and I think we should have given more thought to building our cities
in a more planned way.

In our present society, children in preschools are already studying with the
aim of entering Japan's top universities. They are crammed with information
throughout their elementary, junior high, and high school careers, with absolutely
no free time. They have no time to read a book at a leisurely pace, or see a movie,
or take a walk that allows them to ponder things. I think we must acknowledge
this as a great tragedy. Today’s children are completely focused on mastering an
education that places undue emphasis on memorization.

I'd like to point out, though, that the children who live in the devastated area
were very healthy and energetic, as you can see from the faces in these pictures
[Photo 13(a), 13(b)]. Japanese society today is highly regulated in many ways, and
our children are also highly regulated. Many children are kept busy with extracur-
ricular activities, such as English-language lessons, eram schools, piano lessons, or
swimming lessons. This is an almost hopeless situation. But the children who
survived the earthquake had no school for three months and were more in control
of their time. Just look at the vitality in their eyes. They have a look that says,
“I'm going to accomplish something.” It seems to me that we must deregulate both
our society and children. Even if half of what we do must be unavoidably regulated
in some way, the other half should be left to our own volition.

At the same time, the carthquake convinced me that we Japanese have much
that we can be proud of, too. Just six months after the disaster, the expressway
had been rebuilt, and the affected communities have since recovered without any
major problems. Individuality and creativity may not be our strong suit, but in times
of stress and emergency, we do have endurance and a willingness to work together,
extending our hands to those around us to help them get back on their feet. [ was
grateful that it helped me to discover just how great the Japanese can be. When
the chips are down, we are a strong people.
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Restoring Devastated Environments

This picture [Photo 14] shows the Akashi-Kaikyo Bridge, the longest suspension
bridge in the world. It was extremely difficult to build the bridge foundation under
fast-flowing waters of the Akashi strait, and I think it might be said that Japanese
civil engineers were the only ones capable of accomplishing it. The bridge is 3,911
meters long with one span of 1,991 meters, and this is said to be as long as a
suspension bridge made with wire cables can be, because of limitations placed on
the structure by the weight of the cables. Now it is planned to build a suspension
bridge over the Straits of Gibraltar that will have a span of 2,400 meters. Such a
long structure is impossible to construct with wire cable because of its weight, and
thus the proposal has been made to use nylon cables. According to the Japanese
company Toray I[ndustries, nylon cable is so much lighter than wire that it would
be possible to build suspension bridges that are 2,500 meters long. It’s in innova-
tions such as these that the Japanese really excel.

At the foot of the Akashi-Kaikyo Bridge, there is a quarry from which earth
was taken to build the Kansai International Airport. Enough earth was taken from
this site to fill the Hanshin Koshien Stadium about 500 times. The owners of this
site, Sanyo Electric Co. and Aoki Corporation, asked me what to do with it, so I
went and looked at it for the first time in 1989. It's said that there are about 500
locations in Japan characterized by massive environmental devastation such as |
found at this site. In other words, environmental destruction can be found in various
places throughout Japan.

At first, they said that they wanted to build a golf course. As I walked around
the site I thought that it would be a poor use of the property. Of course, the fact
that 1 don’t play golf might have had something to do with it, In discussions with
the government, several other proposals had arisen, including the construction of
a nationally operated park with an international conference hall or botanical garden.
Suggesting that this option be pursued, I began drawing pictures of what the park
might look like.

These photos [Photo 15(a), 15(b)] show the proposal for a park with an area
of 100 hectares, which is just the size of an 18-hole golf course. Our first task
was to find a way to restore the hills that had been devastated by excavation. It's
relatively easy to dig up a mountain, but it's extremely difficult to restore one to
its original condition. After consulting with many botanists, landscaping engineers,
and other people, 1 advised them to begin by planting 10-centimeter seedlings,
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which could be expected to grow to three meters in three years, and to five
meters in five years. After five years, it would be time to think about constructing
buildings. I went around inspecting several devastated sites here and there, and
was at a loss for words when I realized that these sites can be found not just
around the Seto Inland Sea but everywhere in Japan.

Here's an example of a success story, however. This is Butchart Garden on
Victoria Island, Canada [Photo 16(a), 16(b)]. A hundred vears ago, this site was
excavated by a cement company that made arrangements to use 1% of its profits
to restore the natural beauty of the site, which it achieved after 20 years. Today,
it's a wonderful park that attracts about three million visitors a year.

After doing some research, I also discovered that the forests on Mt. Rokko,
which lies between Takarazuka and Kobe, have all been artificially planted. During
the Meiji and Taisho periods (late 19" and early 20" centuries) the mountain had
been despoiled by people cutting firewood and turf. In a bold step that belies the
usual characterization of the Japanese as a timid people, the entire mountain was
terraced in 1903 and trees were planted, resulting in the beautiful forests we now
see a hundred years later [Photo 17(a), 17(b), 17(c)]. Heartened by these achieve-
ments of the past, I realized that the restoration of 100 hectares wasn’t that difficult
a task, and continued with my plans.

This picture [Photo 18] shows the land as it was left after it was excavated to
provide fill dirt for the Kansai International Airport. As you can see, there’s not a
single tree. Enlisting the help of children, local residents, and people working on
nearby construction sites, we set to work planting seedlings [Photo 19]. In the junior
high schools of Hyogo Prefecture, second-year students participate in a school
program called “Try and Do Week” in autumn, when they visit and work in different
workplaces such as bakeries, iron foundries, and gardener nurseries. I arranged it
so that they could come and plant trees as part of that program. I also persuaded
local residents and workers on construction sites to raise l0-centimeter seedlings
that could be planted on the site. In this way, we managed to plant between
200,000 and 300,000 small seedlings.

After three years, the trees had grown to a height of about three meters
[Photo 20]; after five years, they had reached a height of between four and five
meters [Photo 21]. Now that seven years have passed, some of the larger trees
have reached a height of seven or eight meters. This experience made me realize

that destroying an environment is far easier than restoring one.



@il GRS

T L7

TN SRBE L2 S VAEBRELELE D AFYOEL VI TEIZHS
Ty Fr— b H—F L, 100ERNICE R ¥ b o202, A Y Malofiio
1 % 2%IE LT, 200ERIZKE L=HITT [Photo 16(a), 16(b)]. 4. 4EM#H
300 H AAGENAHFERGS LOWARIZE-ThES,

720 WAVAHNRIZETAH, FHEDOMFICE7AHAHING, LDk S
N7=2DTT, HRARKBTRAVWESbhE 325 Bif - KIERCICH, 2%k
FRUZ2M %, 19034F1S, INEAREEIRCZ U THIF L, 1004EBICZZETRT I &4
T%7: [Photo 17(@), 17(b), 17()]c Fhb, 100~AZ F—L BV LAZ E
Rwp v, SHLLEHHEEDLZEIZLE L.

[Photo 18] ASPHPEZHE 3RO T A 72D 12 W 7280, 1 ADAD ZVIKET
Fo ST FRAHREIO AN LR RELICH 2 BEBHDOANIBIZHBMLTD
bEH k., BikERALZZLIZLE LA [Photo 19]e F¥, HMilLorhaskicid,
2AEAEDIIZ 180 “FFA4 - D - 4 =27 LEOIEROT Y S AT, B
BT TWC 9 & PlZEr —F BT 2 ) kTR T 2 W AR 2 ALFT-
72T HDIFTTN EO—RELT, MBHIRTLHIZLICLE L 72 &
RO NI BIZ10 r F CHOVREFTTTRLTH b, IlOFRETLNZH T
TL5-TRLTHLBH L, ZTIZ20~30HFDN 2L iAREHZ F L7,

ZNHORIE, 34ET3 A —Fb [Photo 20], 5ETHA~5 A— MUZHELZ
DIFTTA [Photo 21]. 413d 9 THEIZER->TVETHh S, KEHKIZT7T~8 A—
IR TWET, BIETHDIIMETY, bENRTZLITKERI RN
FL1%

I/, ZCTiE TELLETEMLMEBS LEZ. HRAANIKY THERARZDT
HA7:{ SAFIIAL D )25, HDRED{ 59 L vy Rgle Lz0TEAH 100
FHESWELATT. HEILORFVICBEW LA, [HlESA. Hizg:
LRV, HIRIEZERWATT L] bR T av27%&%iiE L, #2TK
ADDTT, AEEFGEO N7z B DAL H 2 O T ND 2 EA%ha ), 20~308UC
1R ENVLRHIEHDLIOT, T 5120~130EMEL THDELX DL
L7z [Photo 22(a), 22(b)]c AW%E Tt/ BICRTIZLY, £ LTHItBICE DI
XLWhEBRLTELWEESAOTY, LIAD, 1ELCLVHOIETTHN, T
5 ~6 ALBHEA2~3ANEDRT, FIASHDOELIIRBLTWAE, B}

222

Commemorative Lectures

= -
Gt % P

Photo 18 Photo 19

Photo 20 Photo 21

Photo 22 (a) Photo 22 (b)

223



@il Gtz

AW [ZDTF7AFy 7ORIGELSTETEDR] LEHIDTY, SHOBBEAIC
ThHhFIEBLEWTT R, AOHBTTIIREL, AYERT, Aporp Tk
EHETTODL0E B LW LDIFEFThTILWES S LRRESTWE T,
CAuL, Bk - SRR T oo Nz b OSBRI [HEGE] T, = Oflm
TV IZ100B:,. S4EIRF 7 21008, REEF 22— v 72100MHIZHZ k5T
W ¥ [Photo 23]

SR T LD D TTH, EREIRP>TAZMHIZIPLEI TV LA,
WEAED T = K v TOREZ, Xy ALH T NSRBI 1 A HMAE 722 wH 2
T, LRAIZTRAREIL, RIEOLTTT REE 8BTS 12S T, 4tk
ALBAT— 2 WMHEIZEETWAEDIT, BALLHIPVLERIZEZ LS, I
FLHELDE Do TP LRITNEE SRV ERWE L,

=S
5
S

IR EHE L TEEEAE S

[Photo 24] 37 bDBFIT2X 7)) OBV AT, RUHE
12, HIHEZHEWIIERFZEZTVWT, ZOEERDIT, LT vnibhEng
L72s BIEHIZEWED TN TV B DN IFR- 72 DT 5 [Photo 25), 15€
Bolc AeBZARAICENZVE IS, TLTHIZEE T L) ZEORBOFE
Mo 7=12d & BGOSR e Z 58 E) % b & L7z 12/55,000 FOSEBEYEEIC
WL, D252 572525 K %Mz X9 &, 185000 SWORTEH, I
. B LA EMZ T L7z SHIIERAICL L ERWHPTEELLOT.
RAEDFIGL 2 HITITMT R L NEROEMIZ, #RENEL oz ABETH C
PEORERZ 3. MTRFEEIBA S, BRI A < HWTT, EEDT
eSS, T oz AT 28wk, ZLTHG-BAZDEEERTHALE
WIFTERATENZIIVOTII WA LES T, TFoifilitwid, Thid
3~ 4 FERIDFITT [Photo26]. I FLHOEZALERLWEZANBHLDTT
ey, SIS0 EIHIEL(HEosTV->TET,

HEAE, STHILAIEEA & [ S ATRERSCREEIZN S, DEOREBETICYH, [
KHIARZHA TS WERAD] EFREFTL LS| LI, FHEHET
U720 B2 & BIGEE F IR R BO I WIEORBHEROFEZ L TEY X Lza s,
3ARBRIETWA2ZEF LT, ERBRELERGDE Z A5 12HIIADAE 24
Wiz TWw/-72& £ L7 [Photo 271,

Commemorative Lectures

I wanted to use waste materials as much as possible in the construction of
the park. Because scallops are commonly eaten in Japan, | thought it would be a
fairly easy matter to collect scallop shells, and I came up with the idea of making
a shell beach. I estimated that I would need about a million shells and began asking
various hotels if they would save the shells for me. I was told that the scallops are
already shelled before they recach the hotels, which surprised me. Through my
friend’s connection, I was fortunately informed that the scallops are available from
the Fish Union in Hokkaido. I found various places where the shells were discarded,
procured about 1.2 to 1.3 million shells, thinking that perhaps one in 20 to 30
shells would be in good condition for use, and built a shell beach [Photo 22(a),
22(b)]. I wanted children to see the real thing and hoped that they would be
moved by the beauty of the genuine article. About a year ago, however, | was
there when a group of five or six children and two or three mothers visited. The
children were excited by the beauty of the shells, but the mothers said, “Yes,
those plaslic shells are really well-made, aren’t they?” I'm afraid there's no hope
for the children who are raised by these mothers like that. It's very sad. I believe
that, unless we see genuine things and are raised in the wholesomeness of a natural
and genuine environment, we cannot develop a mature sensibility.

This flower bed, the 100 Steps Garden [Photo 23] is dedicated to the memory
of those who died in the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. It has 100 levels that
follow the contour of the slope. This year, it's planted with 100 varieties of
chrysanthemums; next year, it will have 100 varieties of tulips.

There's also a hotel here, and I was trying to come up with ideas for getting
people to come and stay. Then, during the World Cup last year, David Beckham
stayed on the 7% or 8" floor there for one month. When word got out about this,
reservations began pouring in, and I've heard that the hotel's 7" and 8" floors
are completely hooked through the winter of next year. Because we all live in a
commercial world today, this incident taught me that we must think things
through more carefully while interacting better with society.

Planting Trees and Making Flowers Bloom in the Aftermath of the Great
Hanshin—-Awaji Earthquake

This [Photo 24] is a picture by children for a package of Glico candy containing
free prizes. Immediately after the earthquake, when I was thinking about the idea
of living in harmony, I found this picture and thought it was wonderful. 1 had been
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moved by the fact that white flowers were blooming in the devastated area
[Photo 25], so 1 began a campaign to plant trees there, both as a lasting remem-
brance for the people who lost their lives, and as a symbol of our resolve to live
in harmony. The plan called for the planting of 250,000 trees, or two trees for each
of the 125,000 homes built for earthquake victims. Each tree costs about 5,000 yen,
and last year we planted our 300,000 tree. This year we've found ourselves with
a little leeway, so we will plant magnolia trees in front of the main gates of Kobe
University and Kwansei Gakuin University on the coming memorial day. The
number of trees matches the number of people from those respective institutions
who lost their lives, which comes out to about 45 trees for Kobe University, and
about 25 trees for Kwansei Gakuin University. Each year when they bloom, I hope
that they will express both our remembrance of people who are gone, and our joy
at living here. These are the sentiments with which I have continued the planting
work. Here's a picture from three or four years ago [Photo 26]. The trees have
grown better in some places than in others, but in general we’ve been fairly
successful so far.

Last year, the governor of Hyogo Prefecture said to me, “Mr. Ando, you're an
easygoing, happy-go-lucky guy. Why don't you write a letter to His Majesty the
Emperor and ask him if he would plant a tree, too.” So, [ did. Actually, 1 had
already spoken to Her Majesty the Empress about our campaign to plant white-
blossoming trees after the earthquake, and three months later they came and
planted two magnolias in the Awaji Yumebutai that T showed you before [Photo 27].

Through these efforts, flowers are blooming here and there throughout the
damaged area [Photo 28]. One is tempted to think that 300,000 trees is a lot, but
it's actually surprisingly few.

Restoring Greenery to the Islands of the Seto Inland Sea

I've also been involved in several projects on the Seto Inland Sea, where denuded
hills can be found everywhere [Photo 29(a), 29(b)]. Rocks have been quarried in
this area since the time of Hideyoshi (16" century), and one can see the remains of
digging for sand, gravel, and earth. To thal have been added industrial waste, as
well as leakage of poisonous gases such as sulfurous acid gas. There are about 500
inhabited islands in the Seto Inland Sea, and their environments have been really
decimated. About two years ago, [ was asked to participate in a greening campaign
for these islands by the lawyer Kohei Nakabo, who had won a case concerning the
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disposal of industrial waste on the island of Teshima. This developed into a
movement to plant one million olive trees, at a cost of 1,000 yen per tree. This
project is still continuing today, with the cooperation of the well-known retail
company UNIQLO. It would be a great help to us if you would put 10 yen or
even 1 yen into the donation boxes that UNIQLO has provided. They have agreed to
match whatever donations are collected, so if you contribute 100 yen, the project
will receive 200 yen.

I've toured many devastated places. This is sulfurous acid gas [Photo 30].
Because the earth has a circulatory system, the forests and the oceans are
interconnected, with the blessings of each flowing to the other. Right now, I
believe that the Seto Inland Sea has been wounded so deeply that it is on the
verge of death.

Environmental devastation is now an extremely serious matter in China, and
also in Vietnam. Ever since large numbers of people in Japan became the victims
of Itai-Itai (Painful-Painful) disease, Minamata disease, and other pollution-related
sicknesses, they have become very aware of the importance of preserving the
environment. And yet, T think that we have still not done enough. [ also believe
that our neighboring countries are destroying their natural environments at a furious
and relentless pace.

Kohei Nakabo [Photo 31] and I plant a thousand olive trees at a time on the
three islands of Teshima, Naoshima, and Shodoshima [Photo 32]. At this rate, even
if we do it ten times, we'll still have planted only 10,000 trees, which is far from
our goal of one million. But then we received offers from elementary schools on
the islands of Shodoshima and Awajishima who said that they would collect acorns.
So we started a campaign to plant the acorns they collect, and then transplant the
seedlings to the denuded hills. Each elementary school collects about 30,000
acorns. Ten elementary school kids can collect about that many in one week.
About 80 percent of the acorns that are collected actually sprout. Since we have 11
schools participating on Shodoshima and 20 schools on Awajishima, along with
others on Teshima and Naoshima, we'll be able to prepare a million seedlings in
about a year. Of course, we don't know if they will grow rapidly or not [Photo 33].

When I told Prime Minister Koizumi about this acorn project, he said he was
very impressed. When 1 said that his being impressed was not enough, he said,
“I'll go and plant some myself.”

The Third World Water Forum will be held in Osaka, Kyoto and Shiga in
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March of next year, French President Jacques Chirac is scheduled to attend the
opening ceremony, at which time I plan to ask him to plant a tree, too. No doubt
the Japanese government will be flustered and hurry to attend, as well. In my
usual easygoing way, it seems to me that it would be better if they got more
actively involved on their own.

Photo 29 (a) Photo 29(b)
Making a Statement as Japanese Who Have Lived in Harmony with Nature

In closing, let me make the observation that the American economy and global
society continue to develop on a path that's divorced from the fact that the people
of Asia, the people of Africa, and the people of many other nations live on the
basis of their own unique ethnicity and nationhood. I believe that we should view
what is happening with a bit more skepticism. Japan has patterned its society after
the United States, and has become extremely prosperous in some respects as a
result. Almost instantly, we were transformed from a country with nothing into a
country that's overflowing with material goods. And now it seems that we have
even sold our very spirit.

Actually, there are people in movements arising all around the world who
refuse to sell their spirit. Of course, terrorist acts are completely unforgivable, but
they do happen, as they did at the famous World Trade Center in New York

[Photo 34]. When 1 saw what happened on television, I was very shocked. And

Photo 30 now there is the question of what to do with the site. It will probably wind up being

a third sector project, and there are plans for building a structure that's even
Photo 31 higher than what was there before. There's a great deal of talk about designing a
complex with a commemorative building below and an even larger building above,
but that seems like a mistake to me. By that 1 mean that the souls of those who
were killed still reside in the ground there. I doubt that it's a good idea to
construct a building while the souls of the dead are still in a state of suspension.

Rather than constructing a building there, I would like to see the United States,
which is after all at the center of the globalization process, express something
there that takes the entire world into account. I proposed that a tumulus be built
on the site, which would serve as a place where people could give full consideration
to the position that the US occupies in the world as a whole. It would be a place
of nothingness, a zero space. The structure would look like a tumulus that rises
naturally out of the ground; it would have no function, neither above nor below.

And on this tumulus, people would be motivated to think about something. It
Photo 32 Photo 33
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would have a diameter of about 200 meters, large enough to accommodate 30-
40,000 people who would sit and contemplate the earth’s natural environment. Or
they might think about mathematics, or formulate new plans. [ would like it to be
a place where people come to think. That was what I proposed: that a place be
made where people could think about the possibilities for helping all human beings
on earth lead rich and rewarding lives [Photo 35(a), 35(b), 35(c), 35(d)].

The New York Times, the Financial Times, the Washington Post, and
newspapers in France and elsewhere deemed my proposal interesting, but the
building I suggest has no economic effect. It would entail having the US
government buy the land and create, at the center of the world, a place where we
can contemplate world peace. It was with this hope that I made this model. While
serving as a constant reminder of the people who lost their lives, it will encourage
us to think about our world, to think about the natural environment. I argued that
the best thing would be to have a little pocket of nothingness, and I was told that
it was a very Japanese idea, and nice because it was so easygoing. But I'm not
being easygoing about this. I'm completely serious.

I would like to see us harbor some doubts about American-style society, while
at the same time going along to some degree with the prosperity it brings.
American-style society is not all bad by any means. While recognizing its good
aspects, we must also think about the problems we confront.

Many different kinds of people live in the world. All of us, Africans, Asians,
Middle Easterners, Europeans, Japanese, must think individually about how we can
achieve a richness of life for ourselves and each other. If we say to ourselves that
there’s nothing we can do as individuals, then nothing will be done. But if we all
give some thought to it, we just might be able to enrich our world and prolong the
survival of our race on this planet.

Because the Japanese people have experience living in harmony with nature,
we have been rewarded with the traditional houses of Kyoto, the landscape of
Kyoto, and the scenery of Japan. Living in harmony with nature, we Japanese know
how to take good care of our greenery and of our seas. While we work to restore
some of the greenery on the devastated Seto Inland Sea, we can also offer a gentle
word of advice to people in India, China, and other countries in the region who are
pursuing development at such a furious pace, and invite them to make some effort
to live in harmony with nature. For many Japanese, an acute sensitivity to nature is
encoded in our very DNA, or at least it ought to be,
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On the basis of this kind of self-awareness, I intend to continue my efforts in
three ways: to create architecture, while simultaneously protecting the environment
and expressing myself.
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Photo 34

Photo 35(a)

Photo 35(b)

Photo 35(¢)

Photo 35(d)
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